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tree and at right angles to the radially cut quarter-sawn surface. Rift-
sawn boards are preferable for flooring because the grain does not " pick
up " or splinter in use
In considering the type of wood to be used in building construction,
speed of erection as well as strength is bound to be one of the deciding
factors in choice of material. To this end Canadian softwoods can contri-
bute greatly. British Columbia pine is graded in quality and may be
ordered to a specification within fairly narrow limits by reference to these
rules of grading. Furthermore it is exported surfaced four sides ; this not
only reduces the freight but enables precise measurements to be made
beforehand and adhered to in fixing dry interior finish such as plasterboard
or flooring. It is usual to stipulate 30, 60 or 90 days air-dry according to
the moisture content required for building purposes. Easier handling by
carpenters also results from the ready-planed surfaces.
Western Red Cedar is another Canadian timber which, through con-
taining essential oils, is rot-proof and needs no preservative when exposed
to the weather. It is used,for outside sheathing, subflooring, weather-
boarding or puttyless glasshouse joinery. Copper or zinc nails are used to
avoid oxidation and corrosion.
Maple makes excellent flooring for squash courts, indoor tennis courts,
or dance floors because it has a hard resilience with a surface which wears
well.
Several colonial woods can be substituted for better known species;
this has been done during the war where necessity has overcome custom
or prejudice. For example, many West African timbers are in ample
supply in peace time within a comparatively short sea distance. There are
some three hundred different woods which vary from the very soft and
light to the very hard and heavy. Of the former Erimado Weighs only
12 Ibs. per cu. ft. and has been successfully tried as a substitute for Balsa.
Abura resembles Canary Whitewood in general properties and some-
times has a figure like Canadian Birch. It is pale brown in colour, weighs
about 34-40 Ibs. per cu. ft. when seasoned, and^machines and seasons very
well It stains, paints and gluea well, cuts easily to veneers and holds nails
and screws without tendency to split. It is therefore excellent for interior
joinery, plywood, flooring, doors and mouldings; being fairly resistant
to acids, it is particularly suitable for laboratory benches and fittings.
Scented Guarea is an excellent substitute for African or Honduras
mahogany for furniture, veneers, turnery, or boat building. It is about the
same weight as Abura but fairly tough and strong and more resistant to
splitting than the ordinary Guarea.
Iroko, sometimes called African Teak because of its appearance, com-
pares very favourably with English Oak in strength and durability and can
be used with success for window frames, sills, stair treads and flooring, or
sleepers and fence posts.